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hello! 

my name is footy.

welcome to...

here’s where to find 
everything...

football story    page  2
bible story     page 5
story matchup    page 9
focus studies   page 10
memory verses    back page

i hope you enjoy it!
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THE GOLDEN TICKET

The International Cup has come to Soccatown! Fans from all over the world 
fill the streets. It’s a dream come true for Footy and his friends.

Every evening, they play in the streets and children from different countries 
join in! One of them is called Grobb. He’s big, tough, and is always looking to 
start trouble. Nobody likes playing with Grobb!
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Jerro calls Footy over. Jerro is one of the best pro players in the town and 
the son of the stadium owner! He gives Footy a golden ticket - a seat in the 
stadium for the International Cup Final! Footy can’t believe it!

Jerro smiles, “My father owns the stadium and I’ve got some free to give out 
to anyone I want to!” He watches Grobb shove another child over. “Footy, the 
best players aren’t just great on the pitch - they know how to treat people 
right as well, even those who are mean to them… You’ll see what I mean.”
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It’s almost time for kickoff. Most of the crowd are in their seats already - 

Footy’s running a bit late, he couldn’t choose which colors to wear!

As he reaches the gate, he hears a groan… It’s Grobb! And he’s in bad shape.

A gang of older children had been playing rough. Now he’s lying in the street 

with injuries to his ankle and his head. Footy stops. He looks at his ticket, then 

back at Grobb.

A famous old footballer walks past, on his way to commentate on the game. 

“Help…” Grobb groans.

“Not my problem, kid,” he says, walking away.

Just then, a security guard passes by. Grobb reaches out a hand. “Please…”

The security guard frowns. “You shouldn’t have been causing trouble in the 

first place,” he mutters. Footy looks at his ticket again, this is one of the 

biggest games ever! But Grobb is hurt... 



4

…Footy sighs. “Come on, Grobb,” he says, “let’s get you sorted.”

Showing his ticket to the staff at the gate, he’s able to carry Grobb into the 

stadium. Grobb is heavy, and it takes Footy a while to carry him to the medical 

area. He can hear the crowd reacting to the match - it sounds like a great 

game! The medical steward looks at Grobb, then at Footy. “You’re missing the 

final for this boy? I saw him pushing you around earlier…”

Footy nods. “Th-thank you, F-Footy…” says Grobb.

“Footy, eh?” smiles the medic.

Soon after, Grobb’s ankle is bandaged up. Just then, a voice crackles over the 

speakers: “Would young Footy please come to the meeting point?” 

What’s going on? The steward takes Footy there… and he’s shocked to see Mr. 

Gabba and his son, Jerro, waiting for him! Mr. Gabba is the owner of the 

stadium and the most important person in Soccatown.
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‘We heard what you did,’ smiles Mr. Gabba. ‘You gave up your ticket to help 

someone who didn’t even like you.’

He hands Footy a brand-new ticket. ‘Come with me.’ It’s a pass to the VIP

section!

Footy gets to watch the rest of the game from the best view with great food 

to eat! Jerro smiles at him. “You’ve shown the heart of a great player, Footy. 

I’m proud of you.”

The second half is about to begin and it’s the best match that Footy has ever 

seen!



There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. This road was

dangerous, winding through rocky places where robbers would often hide. 

Sure enough, as the man walked, he was attacked! 

The bandits beat him badly, stole his belongings, and left him lying on the side 

of the road, seriously injured!
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One day a lawyer came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” Jesus asked the man what the Law - God’s word - said. 

The man answered, “Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength – 

and love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus told him he was right. The lawyer, 

wanting to prove himself, asked, “And who is my neighbor?”. He may have 

expected Jesus to say family or friends. Instead, the Lord told a surprising 

story…

THE GOOD SAMARITAN



Sometime later a priest came by - priests worked in the temple and knew God’s 

law very well... Surely he would help! But when the priest saw the injured man, 

he crossed to the other side of the road and walked away.

Next came a Levite, another religious man. He also knew God’s law well. But 

instead of stopping to help, he too passed by on the other side! Maybe he was 

too busy, or maybe he was afraid - but either way, he left the man lying there.

Finally, a Samaritan came along. 

Samaritans and Jews didn’t get along at all. In fact, they were often enemies! 

Surely the Samaritan would ignore the man too…

…no! He couldn’t just leave the injured man there.

The Samaritan knelt down, cleaned the man's wounds with oil and wine, and 

bandaged them. 
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Jesus asked the lawyer, "Which of these three men do you think was a neighbor to 

the man who was hurt?"

"The one that showed him mercy," the man replied.

"Go and do likewise," said Jesus.

Then he lifted the man onto his donkey, took him to an inn, and cared for him. 

The next day, the Samaritan gave the innkeeper money and said, "Take good care 

of him. When I return, I will pay you for any extra expenses."

This was amazing kindness! The Samaritan didn’t just stop and help, but went 

out of his way to make sure the man was fully cared for!
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...But Jesus is like the Good Samaritan. Even though we are sinners - naturally 

His enemies - He loved us so much that He gave His life to save us!

He paid the price for our sin so we could be forgiven and made right with God 

when we put our trust in Him! Because Jesus has shown us such amazing love, 

He calls us to love others too - even people we might not get along with or 

who are different from us. 

Being a true neighbor isn’t just about helping those that we know and like, but 

about showing kindness and taking care of anyone who needs it. 

Like this lawyer, many people think that getting to heaven is all about doing 

enough good things. They believe that if we're kind enough, helpful enough, or 

follow enough rules, we can earn our way to God. But the truth is, no one can 

earn eternal life by being 'good enough.'

We’ve not loved God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength, and we’ve 

not loved our neighbours as ourselves! We are like the injured man in the 

story: lost, broken, and unable to save ourselves...



can you match up the bible story with the 
football story?

1
Grobb, one of the visiting
children, is severely injured.

The Samaritan spends his own 
money and time to care for the 
injured man.

2
A famous footballer ignores 
Grobb, walking past.

A traveller is beaten and left 
for dead.

Jesus honors the example of 
the Samaritan and encourages us 
to be like him.

3
A security guard refuses to help 
Grobb, also walking past him.

A priest crosses over to the 
other side of the road to avoid 
the injured man.

4 Footy helps Grobb, even though 
Grobb was unkind to him.

5
Footy sacrifices his chance to 
watch the game to get Grobb 
medical help.

6
Footy’s selflessness is noticed 
by Mr. Gabba and Jerro, and he 
is honored for his kindness!

A Levite also ignores the 
wounded man, choosing to walk 
past.

A Samaritan stops to help the 
traveller, even though they are 
enemies of the Israelites!
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football story bible story

STORY MATCHUP 
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warm up

training - MEMORY VERSE 
Mark 12:31b ‘...Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’

In the football story, who walked past the 
injured Grobb without helping?

In Jesus’ parable, who were the people that 
ignored the wounded traveller?

team talk
Try and tell the Football Story in one minute. Now try telling 
the Bible story in the same time!

What’s your favorite snack? Who would you share it with? 
Who might you not want to share it with? It’s easy to be 
kind to our friends and the people we love, but it’s harder 
with those that we find annoying. Jesus says they are still 
our neighbor!

Q

Q
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focus study 1 WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?



GOING FOR GOAL

Jesus made it clear that our ‘neighbor’ is anyone that 
needs help, even if they are different from us!

Close your eyes. Think of someone that you find hard to like. 
Picture them sitting alone and sad. Now imagine helping 
them instead of walking away. That’s what Jesus calls us to 
do - to love our neighbor and show God’s love in action to 
those around us!

We often notice differences, but God doesn’t play 
favorites. Every single person is valuable to Him!

READ 1 Samuel 6:7b (NIV) ‘The Lord does not look at the 
things people look at. People look at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’

READ Luke 10:36, 37b (NIV) ‘Which of these three do you 
think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?... The one who had mercy on him…’

  How can we learn to see people the way God sees them?Q

  Why do you think Jesus choose the Samaritan to be the 
  true neighbor in the story?
Q

GOD s game plan

1

2

Love is more than words - it takes action.

READ 1 John 3:18 (NLT) Dear children, let’s not merely say that 
we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.

  What’s one way you could turn words into action this 
  week?
Q

3
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PRAY: 

    DO:

TELL:

Ask God to help you see people through His 
eyes and to love even those you find difficult.

I’m going to tell these stories to...

Look for one chance this week to help or encourage 
someone you don’t usually get along with.



warm up

training - MEMORY VERSE
John 15:13 (NLT) There is no greater love than 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

team talk
Can you think of a time when someone shared
something with you, even when it cost them? This 
could be time, money, a toy, food, or something else.

How did it make you feel?

What did Footy give up so Grobb could get help?

How did the Samaritan care for the injured man?

Why is it sometimes hard to give things up for others?

Q

Q

Q
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focus study 2 THE COST OF COMPASSION



GOING FOR GOAL

PRAY: 

    DO:

TELL: 

Thank Jesus for giving up His life for you, and ask 
Him to help you be generous.

Tell a friend that love isn’t just words - it’s shown 
in what we give and do.

Share something this week that’s special to you.

GOD s game plan
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When we care for others, it means putting their needs 
ahead of our own.

God notices every act of love for others - even the small 
ones!

Close your eyes. Imagine holding something you really love. 
Now picture giving it up so someone else can have what 
they need. That’s hard -but that’s real love. And Jesus 
showed us the greatest love of all.

Footy gave up his golden ticket, and the Samaritan gave his 
time and money. Love isn’t just about feelings - it’s about 
sacrifice. That’s how Jesus also showed His love for us.

READ 1 John 3:16 (NIV) This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

READ Philippians 2:3-4 (NLT) Be humble, thinking of others as 
better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own 
interests, but take an interest in others, too.

  Why is real love shown best when it costs us something?Q

  What would it look like for you to think of others as better 
  than yourself, and to take an interest in them?
Q

  What small act of kindness could you do this week that 
  might mean a lot to someone else?
Q

1

2

READ Matthew 10:42 (NLT) ‘And if you give even a cup of 
cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely 
be rewarded.’3



warm up

training - MEMORY VERSE
Romans 5:8 (NIV) But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.

team talk
Imagine someone who is drowning in deep water. Are they 
able to save themselves? No! They need someone to rescue 
them. 

Take a minute to name as many rescue jobs that you can 
think of...

Can you remember where the traveller in Jesus’ story 
was journeying from and to?

What animal belonged to the Samaritan?

Can you explain what ‘sin’ is? (Sin is anything we think, 
say, or do that goes against God’s way!)

Q

Q

Q
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focus study 3 JESUS, OUR GOOD SAMARITAN
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GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: 

    DO:

TELL: 

Thank Jesus for rescuing you from sin and giving 
you new life.

Share with a friend that Jesus came to rescue 
us when we couldn’t rescue ourselves.

Remember that in Jesus you are dead to sin!

GOD s game plan

The Samaritan helped someone who normally would have 
been his enemy. Jesus did even more - He gave His life for 
us while we were still God’s enemies.

Jesus’ death opened the door for us to be God’s friends…

Jesus carried our sins upon Himself so that we can go from 
being ‘dead IN sin’ to ‘dead TO sin’. Jesus brings us
forgiveness and life!

Close your eyes. Imagine lying on the road, unable to get up, 
and everyone walks past. Now picture Jesus coming, lifting you 
up, and carrying you to safety. That’s what He did on the cross - 
He took our sin so we could be forgiven. If you haven’t trusted 
Him yet, you can today: say you’re sorry for your sin, thank Him 
for dying for you, and ask Him to be your Savior.

Just like the man lying on the road, we are helpless because 
of sin. We can’t fix it on our own.

READ Ephesians 2:1 (NLT) Once you were dead because of 
your disobedience and your many sins.

READ Romans 5:10b (NLT) …Our friendship with God was 
restored by the death of his Son while we were still his 
enemies…

  What do you think it means to be spiritually ‘dead’?Q

  How does it feel to know Jesus loved us even when we 
  were against Him?
Q

1

2

READ 1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) He personally carried our sins in his 
body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for 
what is right. By his wounds you are healed.3



warm up

training - MEMORY VERSE
Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.

How was Footy honored after helping Grobb?

Who did Jesus tell the story to?

team talk
What’s the nicest thing that someone has ever done for 
you? How did it make you feel?

What’s the nicest thing you’ve ever done for someone 
else? How did they show their gratitude?

Q

Q
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focus study 4 GO AND DO LIKEWISE...
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GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: 

    DO:

TELL: 

Ask God to help you love people like Jesus, even 
when it’s hard.

Share with a friend that we can love our enemies 
because Jesus first loved us.

Choose one person this week - maybe someone you 
don’t normally get along with - and do something kind 
for them.

GOD s game plan

It’s easy to be kind to friends, but what about other people?

Close your eyes. Imagine holding a flashlight in a dark 
room. When you switch it on, the darkness disappears. That’s 
what happens when we live with Jesus’ love - our kindness 
shines His light into a dark world. If you know Jesus, ask Him 
to help you shine brightly this week. And if you don’t yet, 
today is the day to trust Him, so His light can shine in you too.

Jesus didn’t just teach love - He lived it! He washed His 
disciples’ feet, healed the sick, forgave His enemies, and 
gave His life. We are called to walk in His footsteps.

READ John 13:15 (NIV) “I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.”

READ Luke 6:27-28 (NIV) “But to you who are listening I say: 
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you….”

  What are some ways Jesus showed love that we can imitate?Q

  Why is it more powerful to love people who aren’t 
  kind to us?
Q

1

2

In the football story, Footy was honored for helping Grobb. When 
we love others and do good deeds, God gets the honor!

READ Matthew 5:16 (NLT) “In the same way, let your good 
deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father.”

  Why do you think that Christ-like kindness points people 
  to God?
Q3



See if you can learn this verse!

MEMORY VERSE

lesson key points

Mark 12:31b (NIV)   ‘...Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’

Romans 5:8 (NIV)   But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.

Everyone is my neighbor! God calls us to love all 
people, not just our friends.

Real love costs something - true compassion 
means putting others before ourselves.

Jesus is our Good Samaritan. We are helpless in 
sin, but He rescued us by dying in our place.

We are called to love like Jesus. Show kindness, 
even to people who are hard to love.

Our love shines His light. When we live differently, 
people see Jesus through us!
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