LESSON 1 - LEADER eCARDS

The perfect pitch

THE BIG PICTURE
Each lesson of Toward the Goal has up to six related sessions that
all work together with the story theme. After each session, the
children should understand these key concepts.
Session 1 - Football Story
The Perfect Pitch

Session 2 - Bible Story
Creation & Fall
The Creation and Fall
story, with a specific look
forward to Jesus.

Session 4 - Focus Study 2
The Image of God
We are made in God’s
image and should love
each other.

Session 6 - Focus Study 4
The Snake Crusher
Jesus defeated Satan by
dying for our sins - now
we can be saved by
trusting in Him.

Disobedience spoils
something good, and
has consequences.

Session 3 - Focus Study 1
God & Creation
God created the world
through Jesus, and it was
good.

Session 5 - Focus Study 3
Sin & Consequences
Satan is a liar. Sin
has consequences,
including separation
from God.

SESSION 1 - FOOTBALL STORY

football story the perfect pitch
STORYTIME
Show or tell the Football Story.

warm up
Q Was Mr. Gabba being unkind or unfair by not
letting anyone play on the pitch before the final?
(Give a reason for your answer!)
Q Why do you think Nox really wanted Footy to go on
the pitch?
Q When the children were caught, what was their first
reaction - what should they have done instead?

THINK ABOUT IT
Close your eyes.
Think about a time when you broke or ruined
something by doing something you were told not to.
How did you feel when that happened?

SESSION 2 - BIBLE STORY

BIBLE STORY CREATION & THE FALL
STORYTIME
Show or tell the Bible Story.

warm up
Q How many days did it take God to make the
world? What did He do on the seventh?
Q Why did God have the right to tell Adam and Eve
what to do?
Q Why did Eve eat the fruit?
Q What were the consequences of Adam and Eve’s
disobedience?
Q What hope for the future did God give at the end of
this story?

training - MEMORY VERSE
Jeremiah 51:15a (NLT) The LORD
made the earth by his power...

SESSION 3 - FOCUS STUDY 1

focus study 1 god & creation
warm up
Q In the football story, who do we think Mr. Gabba
represents?
Q What does the pitch represent in the story?
Q Can we name some of the things that God
created?

team talk
Split into pairs. One child has to try and tell the
football story in one minute, then the other has to try
and tell the Bible story in one minute.

training - MEMORY VERSE
Genesis 1:1 (NIV) In the
beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.

GOD s game plan

SESSION 3 - FOCUS STUDY 1

The Bible tells us about who God is. Listen to this...

1

READ Genesis 1:1&3 (NLT) In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth... Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light.
Q:
Q What can we learn about God from what I just read?
In the football story, Mr. Gabba created the perfect pitch
with his son, Jerro. The Bible tells us about God’s Son, Jesus,
and the part He played in Creation...

2

READ John 1:3 (NLT) God created everything through Him
(that’s Jesus), and nothing was created except through
him.

Q What can we learn about Jesus from what I just read?
Q:
The Bible also tells us what this new world was like...

3

READ Genesis 1:31a (NLT) Then God looked over all he had
made, and he saw that it was very good!
Q:
Q What good things do we see that God created?
Close your eyes. Say something that’s bad in the world
today (pain, sickness, pollution, evil, death, etc.) As each
word is said, pause for a second to try and
imagine what life would be like without that thing.

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: What are you going to pray for or thank
God for after hearing this story?

DO: Every time you make something say to yourself 'God
is so powerful he can create things by just speaking!

TELL: I’m going to tell these stories to...

SESSION 4 - FOCUS STUDY 2

focus study 2 THE IMAGE OF GOD
warm up
Q What did God create last?
Q How did God create Adam and then Eve?

team talk
Split into pairs – think about one of your parents or friends.
Have you ever seen a picture or video of them? Close
your eyes and try to imagine it.

Q What does that image tell you about the person?
Q What doesn’t it tell you about them?

training - MEMORY VERSE
Genesis 1:27a (NIV) ‘...God created
mankind in His own image…’

GOD s game plan

SESSION 4 - FOCUS STUDY 2

Human beings are different to any other living creature.

1

READ Genesis 1:27 (NLT) So God created human beings
in his own image. In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
Q:
Q What’s different about human beings?

2

Being in the image of God doesn’t mean that we are
little gods, but it does mean that we show what He is like
in some ways. We can think and feel in a way that
animals, birds, and fish simply can’t!
Q:
Q Can we think of any ways that humans show what
God is like?

3

From the smallest unborn baby to the oldest adult, we
are all made in His image! If we should treat God with
respect and love, how should we treat people made in
His image? Jesus tells us in Mark 12:27 that we should
love them like we love ourselves! They are valuable!

Close your eyes. I’m going to tell you to imagine some
people and when you think of each one, say out loud
‘...made in the image of God!’ (your favourite football
player / the smallest baby / your best friend / your
teacher / someone who is nasty to you)

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: What are you going to pray for or thank
God for after hearing this story?

DO: Shout out some good ways that we can treat

other people to show them they are valuable!

TELL: I’m going to tell this story to...

SESSION 5 - FOCUS STUDY 3

focus study 3 SIN & CONSEQUENCES
warm up
Q In the football story, what was the wrong thing that
Nox wanted Footy and the team to do?
Q In the Bible story, what was the wrong thing that
Satan wanted Adam and Eve to do?
The Bible calls these bad things ‘sin’.

team talk
Doing wrong things, or ‘sin’, brings consequences.
In pairs, Person A says what happened to Footy and
the team because they broke into the stadium.
Person B says what happened to Adam and Eve because they ate the fruit.

training - MEMORY VERSE
Romans 5:12 (NLT) ‘When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so
death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.’

GOD s game plan

1

SESSION 5 - FOCUS STUDY 3

Satan wanted Adam and Eve to think that breaking God’s
rules would actually be good for them without any
consequences for doing so! He wants us to think the same
thing today. Here’s what Jesus said about Satan...
READ John 8:44b (NIV) ‘...there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the
father of lies.’

Q Is Satan truthful about sin being harmless?
Q:

2

Because of what Adam and Eve did, sin and death came
into the world. But that’s not the only consequence...
READ Isaiah 59:2a (NLT) It’s your sins that have cut you off
from God.
Q:
Q Why do you think sin separates us from God?
READ Romans 3:23 (NLT) For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God’s glorious standard.

Pick up a ball. Ask for a volunteer who is good at kicking.
Ask them to try to kick the ball to hit the sun (or a cloud).
After the ball falls short, ask the group if the ball was even
close to its target. Then say: ‘That’s what sin is - sin means
‘missing the mark’. All of us fall far short of God’s perfect
standard of goodness. Next time we’ll look at His plan to
fix that broken relationship.’

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: Think about something you have done wrong
recently - have you said sorry to God for it?

DO: Every time you are tempted to sin, ask yourself ‘Is
doing this wrong thing really good for me?’

TELL: I’m going to tell these stories to...

SESSION 6 - FOCUS STUDY 4

focus study 4 THE SNAKE CRUSHER
warm up
Q In the football story, how did Mr Gabba and Jerro
begin to fix what Footy and the team had done?
Q In the Bible story, what did God say was going to
happen to the snake (Satan, the devil!) one day?
Q Who was God referring to when He said this?

team talk
In pairs, take turns telling eacher other of a time when
someone helped you fix something or rescue you from a
difficult situation when you couldn't do it yourself. (One
minute each)

training - MEMORY VERSE
1 John 3:8b (NLT) But the Son of God
came to destroy the works of the devil.

GOD s game plan

SESSION 6 - FOCUS STUDY 4

How did Jesus defeat and crush the devil, Satan?

1

READ Hebrews 2:14 (NLT) ...only by dying could he break the
power of the devil, who had the power of death.
Q: What did Jesus have to do to defeat the devil?
Dying seems like a strange way to win! But that’s why Jesus God’s Son - became human, so that He could die!

2

READ 1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) ...He personally carried our sins in His
body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live
for what is right.
Q: What do you think it means by Jesus ‘carrying our sins’
on the cross?
The Bible tells us how can we be saved from the wrong
things we have done:

3

READ John 3:16 (NIV) ‘For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.’
Q: How can someone be saved from their sins?
Close your eyes. Imagine carrying a rock for each wrong thing
you have ever done. That’s a heavy pile! Then imagine someone
comes along and says ‘I will carry all this for you - you are free!’
How would you feel about that? That is what Jesus has done with
our sins! In doing this, He defeated Satan!

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: I’m going to thank Jesus for paying for my sins
and defeating Satan on the cross.

DO: I’m going to say sorry for the wrong things I’ve
done, and put my trust in Jesus Christ...

TELL: I’m going to tell these stories to...
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