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The perfect pitch

Welcome to Soccatown - a town where everyone LOVES football! The town is
very excited because the town stadium will host the YOUTH CUP FINAL in
just two weeks!

Footy and the children from Blueville FC are practising hard. It’s the first
time they’ve ever reached the final before! Footy plays in midfield, and is
practising his shooting today.
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Nearby in the stadium, Mr. Gabba and his son Jerro are working to get the pitch
ready. Mr. Gabba owns the stadium, and loves to let the youth teams of the
town use it for the final!

The children have never seen such a beautiful pitch; they are so excited! Mr.
Gabba tells them not to go on the pitch until the new grass has settled,
otherwise the final will be cancelled.
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As the children walk back to training, Nox drives up to them. Nox hates Mr.
Gabba. ‘Did he really say don’t go on the pitch yet?’ asks Nox, ‘The final won’t be
cancelled - he just wants you to lose!’

That night, the children - led by Footy - jump over the fence and turn on the
lights. They are disobeying Mr. Gabba, but they don’t care - they want to play
football on the new pitch
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The pitch gets ruined! Nox is very pleased. Suddenly Footy hears a car
approaching. It’s Mr. Gabba! The children run and hide.

‘Footy? Kids? Where are you?’, calls Mr Gabba, ‘What have you done?’ Footy
blames his teammates. They blame Nox. All of them are guilty.

5

The kids are told to leave the stadium. The final is cancelled AND they will be
starting the next season with points deducted. Footy has never felt so bad in
his whole life.

Only Mr. Gabba and Jerro can repair the damage to the pitch. They’ve got a
plan to fix everything, and help Blueville F.C.
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CREATION & THE FALL

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. He created the Sky, the
sea and land. Plants and trees. The sun, moon and stars. Fish, birds, and
Animals.

Lastly God formed man and breathed life into him and from the man’s rib the
Lord made woman. Adam and Eve, the first human beings - made in the image of
God. God looked at what He had made and saw that it was good.
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God put Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden in Eden. Their job was to take care of
it, and enjoy the delicious fruit from the trees that grew there. But the most
precious thing of all was their relationship with God. He loved them so much.

In the middle of the garden were two special trees: the Tree of Life, and the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God had one command for Adam: ‘You
can eat from any tree in the garden except the tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil. If you eat from it, you will die.’
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But there was an enemy in the garden: Satan. Taking the form of a serpent, Satan
spoke to Eve and questioned what God had told them. ‘Did God really say, ‘You must
not eat from any tree in the garden? … You won’t die!’ Satan was trying to make
them doubt God’s goodness.

Eve stared at the fruit from the forbidden tree. She ate, and then gave some to
Adam, who also ate. At that moment, everything changed. Adam and Eve felt something they had never felt before… shame.
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To cover their nakedness, they made clothes out of leaves. Suddenly they heard
a sound - God was walking in the garden! Adam and Eve hid, because they felt
ashamed. ‘Where are you?’ God called out to Adam.

Adam explained that he was afraid because he was naked, so he hid. ‘Who told
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree I told you not to eat
from?’ answered God. Adam didn’t want to face up to what he had done, or even
take responsibility. Instead, he blamed Eve - and even God for putting her
there with him!
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Adam and Eve had disobeyed God, and disobeying God had serious consequences - not
just for them, but for the whole world. All of creation was cursed. Adam and Eve
would have to leave the garden and be separated from God. No more paradise.

Even in the middle of this pain and sadness, God gave them - and us - hope for
the future. One day, He told Satan, someone will come who will defeat you.
You will hurt Him, but He will crush you. God was talking about Jesus, His Son
- who would one day be born into the world to destroy the work of Satan.
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STORY MATCHUP
can you match up the bible story with the
football story?

football story

bible story

gabba prepares a perfect
1 mr.
pitch for the final

god curses adam and eve - sin
and death enter the world

2 the pitch is for the kids to

eve sees that the fruit was
good and eats some

gabba tells the kids not
3 mr.
to go on the pitch

satan asks eve ‘did god really
say don’t eat from the tree?’

enjoy

4

nox asks the kids ‘did mr.
gabba really say no?’

adam blames eve and god, eve
blames the serpent

5

the kids sneak onto the pitch
and play

god puts adam and eve in the
garden for them to enjoy

6

the kids hear mr. gabba arrive
and they hide from him

god makes the heavens and
earth and it is good

footy blames his teammates

god commands adam and eve
not to eat from the tree

mr. gabba tells the kids to

adam and eve hear god coming
and they hide from him

7 and they blame nox

8 leave, the final is cancelled
9 mr. gabba and his son jerro

1

god tells satan that one day
someone (jesus, his son!) will
crush the serpent

prepare to repair the pitch
and fix what nox has done
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focus study 1 god & creation
warm up
Q In the football story, who do you think Mr. Gabba
represents?
Q What does the pitch represent in the story?
Q Can you name some of the things that God
created?

team talk
Try and tell the Football Story in one minute. Now try
telling the Bible story in the same time!

training - MEMORY VERSE
Genesis 1:1 (NIV) In the
beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.
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GOD s game plan
The Bible tells us about who God is. Read this...

1

READ Genesis 1:1&3 (NLT) In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth... Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light.
Q:
Q What can we learn about God from this verse?
In the football story, Mr. Gabba created the perfect pitch
with his son, Jerro. The Bible tells us about God’s Son, Jesus,
and the part He played in Creation...

2

READ John 1:3 (NLT) God created everything through Him
(that’s Jesus), and nothing was created except through
him.

Q What can we learn about Jesus from this verse?
Q:
The Bible also tells us what this new world was like...

3

READ Genesis 1:31a (NLT) Then God looked over all he had
made, and he saw that it was very good!
Q:
Q What good things do we see that God created?
Close your eyes. Say something that’s bad in the world
today (pain, sickness, pollution, evil, death, etc.) As each
word is said, pause for a second to try and imagine what
life would be like without that thing.

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: What are you going to pray for or thank
God for after hearing this story?

DO: Every time you make something say to yourself 'God is
so powerful he can create things by just speaking!

TELL: I’m going to tell these stories to...
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focus study 2 THE IMAGE OF GOD
warm up
Q What did God create last?
Q How did God create Adam and then Eve?

team talk
Think about one of your parents or friends. Have you ever
seen a picture or video of them? Close your eyes and try
to imagine it.

Q What does that image tell you about the person?
Q What doesn’t it tell you about them?

training - MEMORY VERSE
Genesis 1:27a (NIV) ‘...God created
mankind in His own image…’
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GOD s game plan
Human beings are different to any other living creature.

1

READ Genesis 1:27 (NLT) So God created human beings
in his own image. In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
Q:
Q What’s different about human beings?

2

Being in the image of God doesn’t mean that we are
little gods, but it does mean that we show what He is like
in some ways. We can think and feel in a way that
animals, birds, and fish simply can’t!
Q:
Q Can we think of any ways that humans show what
God is like?

3

From the smallest unborn baby to the oldest adult, we
are all made in His image! If we should treat God with
respect and love, how should we treat people made in
His image? Jesus tells us in Mark 12:31 that we should
love them like we love ourselves! They are valuable!

Close your eyes and think of some people that you
know. As you think of each one, say out loud ‘...made
in the image of God!’ (your favourite player / the
smallest baby / your best friend / your teacher /
someone who is nasty to you)

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: What are you going to pray for or thank
God for after hearing this story?

DO: What are some good ways that we can treat

other people to show them they are valuable?

TELL: I’m going to tell this story to...
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focus study 3 SIN & CONSEQUENCES
warm up
Q In the football story, what was the wrong thing that
Nox wanted Footy and the team to do?
Q In the Bible story, what was the wrong thing that
Satan wanted Adam and Eve to do?
The Bible calls these bad things ‘sin’.

team talk
Doing wrong things, or ‘sin’, brings consequences.
Say out loud - what were the consequences for Footy
and the team breaking into the stadium? What about
the consequences for Adam and Eve eating the fruit?

training - MEMORY VERSE
Romans 5:12 (NLT) ‘When Adam sinned, sin entered the
world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to
everyone, for everyone sinned.’
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GOD s game plan

1

Satan wanted Adam and Eve to think that breaking God’s
rules would actually be good for them without any
consequences for doing so! He wants us to think the same
thing today. Here’s what Jesus said about Satan...
READ John 8:44b (NIV) ‘...there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the
father of lies.’

Q Is Satan truthful about sin being harmless?
Q:

2

Because of what Adam and Eve did, sin and death came
into the world. But that’s not the only consequence...
READ Isaiah 59:2a (NLT) It’s your sins that have cut you off
from God.
Q:
Q Why do you think sin separates us from God?
READ Romans 3:23 (NLT) For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God’s glorious standard.

Pick up a ball. Try to kick or throw the ball to hit the sun
(or a cloud). Did the ball even get close? No!
That’s what sin is - sin means ‘missing the mark’. All of us
fall far short of God’s perfect standard of goodness. Next
time we’ll look at His plan to fix that broken relationship.

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: Think about something you have done wrong
recently - have you said sorry to God for it?

DO: Every time you are tempted to sin, ask yourself ‘Is
doing this wrong thing really good for me?’

TELL: I’m going to tell these stories to...
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focus study 4 THE SNAKE CRUSHER
warm up
Q In the football story, how did Mr Gabba and Jerro
begin to fix what Footy and the team had done?
Q In the Bible story, what did God say was going to
happen to the snake (Satan, the devil!) one day?
Q Who was God referring to when He said this?

team talk
Say or think of a time when someone helped you fix
something or rescued you from a difficult situation when
you couldn't do it yourself.

training - MEMORY VERSE
1 John 3:8b (NLT) But the Son of God
came to destroy the works of the devil.
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GOD s game plan
How did Jesus defeat and crush the devil, Satan?

1

READ Hebrews 2:14 (NLT) ...only by dying could he break the
power of the devil, who had the power of death.
Q:
Q What did Jesus have to do to defeat the devil?
Dying seems like a strange way to win! But that’s why Jesus God’s Son - became human, so that He could die!

2

READ 1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) ...He personally carried our sins in His
body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live
for what is right.
Q:
Q What do you think it means by Jesus ‘carrying our sins’
on the cross?
The Bible tells us how can we be saved from the wrong
things we have done:

3

READ John 3:16 (NIV) ‘For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.’

Q How can someone be saved from their sins?
Q:
Close your eyes. Imagine carrying a rock for each wrong thing
you have ever done. That’s a heavy pile! Then imagine someone
comes along and says ‘I will carry all this for you - you are free!’
How would you feel about that? That is what Jesus has done with
our sins! In doing this, He defeated Satan!

GOING FOR GOAL
PRAY: I’m going to thank Jesus for paying for my sins
and defeating Satan on the cross.

DO: I’m going to say sorry for the wrong things I’ve
done, and put my trust in Jesus Christ...

TELL: I’m going to tell these stories to...
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THE BEAUTIFUL GAME...
colour in the team!

see if you can draw footy!
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NOTES...
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MEMORY VERSES
See if you can learn these verses!
genesis 1:1 (NIV) in the beginning, god
created the heavens and the earth.

when adam sinned, sin
entered the world. adam’s sin
brought death, so death spread to
everyone, for everyone sinned.

romans 5:12

(NLT)

lesson key points
God created everything and it was good.
We are made in God’s image.
Sin and death entered the world through
Adam’s sin (sin means disobeying God).
Sin separates us from God.
God promised that one day someone (Jesus!)
would come who would crush Satan.

