


MORE THAN A MISSION...AMBASSADORS FOOTBALL IS A VISION 

Ambassadors Football is a vision for reaching out to the ends of the world with the Gospel, 

fulfilling what Jesus told us to do. Part of the DNA of Ambassadors Football is that wherever we 

start ministries around the world we believe there are people beyond our reach that need to hear 

about Jesus. So when Phil and Paula Cabildo started an Ambassadors ministry in Puebla, 

Mexico they also made a decision to partner with a small church in a town 4 hours into the 

Chicontla mountain range. As a result, the leaders of this church established a visionary football 

club called the “Cafetaleros FC”. Not only does this club play football, conduct Bible studies, 

clean the streets, and feed the homeless, they also take the Good News to other towns! This is a 

good example of Ambassador’s ministry of multiplication.  

Since the inception of Ambassadors Football, 2 Timothy 2:2 has described our strategy for 

reaching the world through football ministry: “ And the things you have heard me say in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach 

others.” (NIV)  

In 2016, this strategy was clearly communicated in our first 8-week training Institute where 12 key 

leaders were trained in all aspects of football ministry and have since started new works in 6 

countries. In addition, our week-long training for coaches (TREC) was held in 9 countries with 

337 coaches trained. All these leaders are encouraged to go out and find a “Timothy” to invest in 

to multiply their ministry. The stories in this year’s annual report tell of leaders who are multiplying 

themselves by making disciples and then sending them off to train others.  

Please pray with us this year as we seek to partner with several organizations and denominations 

to spread football ministry from the smallest villages in Mexico to millions in Rwanda. 

Jon Ortlip - President 



Ambassadors Football currently has offices 

in 25 countries, and has trained national 

leaders in over 40 countries. Many new 

countries have contacted Ambassadors this 

year to seek ministry training. 

REGION I  

Brazil / Chile  

Colombia / Haiti 

Mexico / Peru  

USA / Bolivia 

Paraguay / Uruguay 

REGION II  

Czech Republic / Holland 

Ireland /Spain / UK  

Belarus / Bosnia / Croatia 

Italy / Macedonia  

Moldova /Montenegro 

Romania / Russia  

Serbia / Slovakia 

Slovenia / Ukraine 

REGION III  

Kenya / Mozambique 

Nigeria / Congo 

South Africa / Zambia 

Liberia 

REGION IV Cyprus 

REGION V  

Australia / Nepal 

Thailand / India 

 

Countries with trained 

associates that are 

included in our ministry 

statistics. 

WORKERS  are fu ll  t ime, par t t ime, interns , and volunteers who work with Ambassadors Footbal l Min istr ies .  

ASSOCIATES  ar e co ach es  and  ad mi n i s t r at o r s  w ho  at t en ded  at  l eas t  on e TREC (Tr a i n i n g , Reso u r c i ng ,  Equ i p p i n g  Chu r c hes /Co ac hes )  t r ai n i n g  p r o g r am .  

DECISIONS  mad e b y  ch i l d r en  an d  ad u l t s  t o  t r u s t  i n  Jesus through the min istry of  Ambassadors di rect ly or through minist r ies of  Ambassadors t rained associates .  

LIVES IMPACTED are all  who hear the Gospel  of  Jesus  Chr is t or were encouraged to grow spir itually through the min istry of  Ambassadors  d irec t ly or  through the 
min istr ies of  Ambassadors trained assoc iates .  



“Prayer works!” That was the exclamation from one of the 

unchurched boys in the club just days after his coach, Hector, had 

prayed with him. What started as a full-on fist fight between 2 boys 

in Puebla, Mexico ended with an opportunity for Hector to pray with 

the boy who initiated the conflict.  

When Hector took time to talk to the boy he learned that he was 

hurting because he rarely saw his father. Hector took the 

opportunity to pray with the boy and bring him hope, and at the 

next game the boy’s father showed up to watch his son play.  

Like Hector, men and women around Mexico, throughout Latin 

America, and around the world are creating a vision for ministry 

through the training of Ambassadors Football. Each vision is the 

same; to connect with children and families with a message of 

hope that will transform the lives around them.  

Hector heard about Ambassadors Football Mexico in 2015. 

Something in is heart was stirred and he began volunteering with the local 

Ambassadors Football Club. 

From the moment he began serving he knew that he was in the right place because 

he was able to combine his two passions: Jesus and football. After serving for a few 

months in different programs, Hector invited his wife to participate and eventually his 

daughter also became more involved with the local ministry. 

Hector and his wife in the grey t-shirts, coaching in Puebla, Mexico 



My name is Jan Nemecek and I grew up in the Czech Republic. I 

was 16 years old when I first trusted in Christ and soon after, I was 

baptized. Getting to know Christ increased my desire to serve 

others and to share the Gospel. Nevertheless, I ran into a problem. 

I thought that if I was not a gifted singer there was no other way to 

serve the church. Then my pastor gave me an invitation to an 

Ambassadors Football training course in 2005. I was thrilled to 

hear that my favorite activity (football) could be used to share the 

Gospel. 

After the training, I started to work with the Ambassadors leaders 

who had just begun the ministry in Prague, and I’ve never stopped!  

First, I volunteered as a coach, then I became an intern who 

wanted to learn as much as possible. My dream of combining 

football and faith has come true as I now serve with Ambassadors 

full time. What I find most fulfilling is when I see a coach passing 

on what I’ve taught them.  

One example of this is Tomáš. After attending several camps, he began to play on 

the Ambassador’s futsal team and then I helped him learn how to coach. Currently 

he is coaching our U15 boys team and is a wonderful role model. I’m excited to see 

what God is going to do through Ambassadors Football in Europe as we pray with 

and disciple the next generation! 

Jan in the middle, Tomas on the right 



It is a great privilege to journey with Buja and to see how God is 

writing an amazing story in Buja’s life. Buja was part of the 

Ambassadors Football Hope Academy in Drakenstein Prison in 

South Africa that ministers to inmates. After his release he 

started coaching with Ambassadors. He attended several 

coaching courses and we have been mentoring him ever since. 

Since 2014, he has worked as football coach at a school for 

children with learning and physical disabilities and several 

people, including the principal, praise his coaching skills and his 

engagement with the children. In 2016 he was appointed as 

coach for the Western Province U/16 LSEN (Learners with 

Special Educational Needs) football team and three of his 

players also made the team. 

Buja desires to be a father figure and mentor to his players and to 

positively influence them. He is motivated by God to be an 

excellent coach and maintain a servant heart. We are truly proud of him and believe 

he will have a great impact not only on his players, but also on his fellow coaches. 

Buja and his youth team 



A 14-year-old young Kurdish boy named Ahmed, whose family 

immigrated to Cyprus from Syria began attending our football academy 

when he was 11 years old. Over the last three years he has had many 

questions about faith and seems to enjoy hanging out with the 

Christians on his football team.  

As time went by and trust was built between our coaches and Ahmed, 

he was invited to join our Omega Sports Discipleship Group based in 

our church with many of the other boys on his team. He happily came 

with the blessing of his parents who have also been searching for 

spiritual answers. 

One day he stopped one of our coaches before training and said; 

“Coach, I have been searching”. Ahmed has a desire to discover for 

himself if the Bible is true. Since that time, we have had many 

opportunities to study the Bible with him through the Omega Group, and 

Ahmed continues to ask great questions.  

Ahmed’s mother has also started to attend English classes and an exercise class for 

Arab mothers that is associated with our ministry. The leaders of those ministries are 

slowly beginning to share the gospel with her. It is amazing to watch God work so 

powerfully in Ahmed and slowly reach his entire family with the Gospel through the 

crazy game of football. 

Omega Sports Discipleship Group 



Sometimes being a disciple of Christ means we care for those who 

are without hope. After the 7.8 earthquake that hit Nepal on April 25, 

2015, Romi Tandukar, the director of Ambassadors Football in Nepal 

teamed up with Save The Children to visit relief camps and do 

soccer programs to help the children process their fears and trauma. 

At one of these camps, Romi noticed an 8-year-old boy named 

Pritam who was not eating with the other children because he 

couldn’t walk. He also had a very large head for his age. These are 

both symptoms of hydrocephalus, an abnormal buildup of fluid in the 

brain. So Rami took a special interest in him and taught him some 

Christian songs which he sang with his beautiful voice. Still, he 

longed to walk and play with the other children, but could not! 

As Romi prayed, God enabled her to contact several doctors and tell  

them about Pritam’s condition. By God’s grace, many connections and 

emails, Pritam was referred to one of the top neurosurgeons in Nepal who did the 

necessary surgery free of charge. 

As of September, 2016, 15 months after Romi met Pritam, he is now walking to 

school and is making great progress in his studies. She visits him and his family as 

often as she can, praying that they will come to know their loving Savior who made 

this possible.  

Watch a video of Pritam’s story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOOF9pcM2mI&feature=youtu.be


BRINGING HOPE THROUGH FOOTBALL / BUILDING SUSTAINABLE MINISTRY 

Ambassadors Football has a vision for creating Training Centres worldwide in 

conjunction with the local church. These are places where the next generation of 

Christian players and coaches could be taught how to multiply themselves spiritually 

to increase God’s Kingdom worldwide. 

An Ambassadors Football Training Centre is a safe place where children and adults 

can play football, hear about the true hope of the world: Jesus the Messiah, and 

grow in their relationship with Him. Utilizing our TREC (Training Resourcing 

Equipping Churches/Coaches) training course we believe that many can be used 

locally and sent globally to tell of Jesus’ love. 

Physically it is an indoor or outdoor football facility built in a strategic place to train 

and equip emerging leaders from Ambassadors, their partners, and their networks to 

multiply football outreach globally. 

Economically it is a Kingdom business that rents field time to other churches, 

businesses, and football clubs and then invests the profit into funding of local 

Ambassadors works and the building of additional Training Centres worldwide. 

The very first Ambassadors Football Training Centre is under construction in 

Nairobi, Kenya. Phase 1 of this training centre includes two mini-fields being built on 

top of a school that is part of a large denomination of churches in Nairobi. These 

fields will be used by the school during the day, and then for Ambassadors programs 

in the afternoon and evening. Phase 2 will include a full lighted soccer field that will 

increase their ability to reach the local community.  

Kenya Phase I 

Kenya Centre Underway 



Ambassadors Football International is in the process of finalizing plans and building 

a training centre in Macedonia, Ohio. This centre will serve as the flagship training 

facility for their Northeast Ohio football club, as well as the Worldwide Headquarters 

for Ambassadors Football. 

Coaches from all over the world will be trained at the centre annually as well as 

those from local churches, creating both global and local impact. 

Phase 1 of this project is a 30,000 square foot facility that will be home to our 

club that  ministers to over 350 children a week or about 75,000 people a year. 

Groundbreaking is set for June 2017 with a completion date of November 2017. 

Phase 2 will be a full-size indoor soccer field that will enable us to increase our 

reach through additional outreach activities such as tournaments and special events. 

 

“One coach will impact more young people in a 

year than the average person does in a lifetime.” 

Billy Graham 

 

 

If you would like to receive more information or feel lead to contribute to any of our centre projects, 

please contact Rich Mears, Development Team Coordinator at rmears@ambassadorsfootball.org. 

Macedonia, Ohio Centre 

Training Coaches In Ohio 

mailto:rmears@ambassadorsfootball.org


Contributions 

Ministry Activities 

Ambassadors Training Centres 

Other Income 

Ministry Activities 

Administration 

Ambassadors Training Centres 

Development 

$1,690,640 

$560,726 

$993,342 

$582,513 

$2,196,803 

$1,180,119 

$375,399 

$179,346 

Total Revenues Total Expenses $3,827,220 $3,931,668 

Thank you to all of those who contributed to the work of Ambassadors Football in 2016. 

We praise God for the thousands of donors who have joined us in our mission to reach 

the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ through football. 



http://www.ambassadorsfootball.org

